


Continuing the
Spiriton Fomilg 0lbum

p i r i tnn  Miss ionnry
Netos is now twelve
years old: almost a

teenager. Ever since its
birth in 1982, it has been
brought  up by Fr .
Michael Troy. Over the
years he has taken read-
ers on a guided tour of
the Spiritan family. His
commentaries and stories
have enabled them to be-
come acquainted with the
outreach of English-speak-
ing Spiritans in Canada, the
United States, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
Trinidad, Brazil, Nigeria, Kenya,
Malawi, Ghana, Sierra Leone, Gam-
bia, Mauritius, Ethiopia, Papua New
Cuinea and Pakistan. Because the
Trans Canada Province was found-
ed from Ireland 40 years ago,
Michae l  Troy 's  f ina l  i ssue
rt as a comprehensive trib-
u te  to  the  work  o f  the
Irish Province.

With this issue a new
ed i to r ia l  team takes
o\.er: it was agreed that
no  ore  person cou ld
calry aloft the torch that
Michae l  Troy  passes
on.  The more  the  team
learned about how various
issues of Spiritmr Miss[onary
Nezrrs were written and
published, the more their
admiration grew, the more in debt
they became to the man who year by
year. i.sue after issue. told the Spiri-
tan story. The present editors add
thefu tllanks to the compliments he
has received from many readers.
Our best expression of gratitude will
be to ensure that the high quality of
Michael Troy's magazire will not be
diminished.
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- - .:-* . ^ Scotia and Cape Breton. A
Fr.  Halnch i r tzpal f lcK.

C.s.sp. '  centurY of  Mar i t ime mis-
sionary work came to an

The Irish Spiritans who came
to Ontario in 1954 were by

no means the first Spiri-
tans to come to Canada.
Our associat ion wi th
this country goes back
262 years to  7732.  ln
this issue we trace our
Canadian roots among

the Micmac lndians and
the Acadian set t lers  of

New Brunswick,  Nova

end when the last surviving French
Spiritan working in Canada died ur
1835. Our East Coast beginnings, at
a time when France and England
were f ight ing for  contro l  o f  the
New World, show how deep our

Canadian roots 80.  Canada,  in
fact, gave the Paris-based,

French-speak ing  Con-
gregat ion  o f  the  Ho ly
Ghost the opportunity
and the challenge to
become a  miss ionary
Congregation.

We will continue to
keep you in touch with

what Spiritans are doing
in Canada and through-

out the world. We will in-
troduce you to some of the
people they work wi th,
some of  the issues they
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deal with, and some of the reflec-
tions they come up with.

As  more  and mote  pages are
added to the Spiritan family albr"rm,
we are sure you will enjoy brou'shg
through it with us.
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lntervieru urith Fr. Michoel Trog
Founder of Spiriton Missionory Nctus t 983
Cclitor onc, Publisher 1983 - 1994

Hozu did Spiitan Missionary Neus begin?

the Spiritan movement to which we belonged'

Hozu did it eztolzte into the magazine zoe know today?

In 1983 Fr. Bernard Kelly, Provincial Superior of Trans-

Canada, asked me to expand the scope of Spiritan Missionary

NeaTs to cover the work of the Spiritans across the whole

country. Our first edition appeared in November 1983 with

the format and colour which it retains to this day'

Did the magazine eztolae zoith the passage of the years?

Yes. As the Trans Canadian Spiritans ordained their first

Canadian vocations and as members of the grouP went

nal began to live up to its title as a missionary news magazne'

Did this expanded Spiritan magazine eooke much intercst?

Yes. Letters of appreciation were received from the

Superior General of the Spiritans, and from members of the

movement world wide. The Spiritan province of U S West

asked if it could become part of the production So the maga-

zine increased in size to cover the news of the U S West and

their missions in Mexico, to which a whole issue was devoted'

And the U.S.East Province asked to be part of an issue on

vocations. This was the biggest issue ever, with over 37,000

copies printed and distributed.

Where did you go from thete?

We gradually became a voice of the Spiritan movement rn

Englisli speaking countries, in the way rhat Pentecote sur Ie
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Mottde coyered the Francophone Spiritan world. Issues fol-
lowed our missions in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Gambia, Kenya,
Mauritius, to name a few . Spiritan Missionary Nezus has
become, in many way5, an iltemational magazine.

Wto tlirl you see as your audience?

Anyone interested in the missionary work of the Church, in
the Spiritan missionary movement, and in the TransCanada
Province of the Spiritans, in that order. Recent issues dealt
with topics such as Education, Lay Missionaries, Vocations,
and their place in Spiritan evangelization.

What haae you leamed in your yearc as editor of the
magazine?

I came to have a far deeper knowledge arrd appreciation of
what the Spiritans have achieved the world over. In many
third world countries, especially in A{rica and the Caribbean,
they set up educational systems which, because of the excel-
lence of their standards, continue to thrive today. Many of the
leaders of the new nations are products of Spiritan schools.

I also got a true appreciation of the work which is being
done today, all over the world, by Spiritans, both religious
and lay people, and by their co-workers who belong to the
Spiritan inspired movements such as \4CS. (Vohulteer krter-
national Christian Seruice). I saw nurses, teachers, technicians
and tradespersons, experts in agriculture and social services,
working together with ordained Spiritan priests and professed
Spiritan religious in teams that ministered to the physical,
social, cultural, educational and religious needs of the people
they serve. I became really proud of the organization to
which I belong and I resolved to catch a little of their story,
their history and their spirit in the pages of the Spiritan
Mlssiotmry Neits.

Where should your successors as editor be looking for
material in frture issues?

To the Orient, to our early mission efforts in Asia and to
our current involvement there.

Wry zuas your finsl issue deaoted to the lrish Spiitans?

Thev lat[rched us in TransCanada forty years ago this year.
I wanted to say "good bye" to Spiritan Missionary Nezus and
"thank vou" to the Irish Province in my final issue.

Wnt tre your ozun personal plans for the future?

I would not u'ant the magazine to be used to promote my-
self. So tum off that tape recorder and I will tell you my plans
and dreams for the years that lie ahead. 0
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Disposoble Things'
Non-Disposoblc PeoPle

etlveen Thanks-
g iv ing and Re-
membrance DaY

1994,  Mark 's  SundaY
gospels inv i te  us 

, to
l isten in on sofiIe de-

manding outdoor reli-

gious education classes

as  Jesus  Jour l levs  to

Jerusa)em.

The Pharisees hal'e a

question for Jesus: 
"Is it

lawfu l  fo r  a  man to

divorce his r'r'ife?" TheY

are curiot-rs about the

rights of the husbancl - the rights of

tlie liarr. Can he get dd of his n'ife if

he observes the proper legalit ies?

Can he therr dismiss her? This was

the mentalitv that brought adulter-

ous iod/rtcrt to be stonecl by "sinless"

l t e  l l .

Jcsus takes them back to the oigi-

nal intention of God: You canrrot
"dismiss" someone \^'ith whom Yort
have beconre one flesh Husband

and rn,ife image God's faithful love,

tlre love of a God who Promises to

bc true to us, a God for lt'hom love

and fidelity go hand in hancl.

Yahweh's love rt'ill last for ever,

CoJ ' '  t . r i l l r fuLre ts  I i l l  the  cnd o i  t in re

Yahr'r'eh is a loving Cod,

Yahlr'eh the faithful one.

A lifelong commitment bet$'eell

equa l *  i :  lo r  L r 'eps  \o  hunr . tn  he  tg

can clismiss another human beinEi'

People are not disPosable.

il.ril,tr",-t u." people too The clis-

, . ip le*  r l roo  ihcm awar :  
'R t tn . r r ' ra l

n ' , J  p loy .  gc t  los t .  * t , 'P  ho l l re r l rB  l l te

Masier, he has no time for You 
" An

Spiriton Missionorv N@tus

In my group, the servants are the great ones

Time ior the chi ldren -

Fr John Kevin, C S.SP

anglv Jesns exPrlodes:
"Who 's  more  imPot  -

ian t  than the  l i t t le

ones? Lct thern come to

me.  Of  course  I  have

iirre for them. I came

lbr such little ones: the

l . rou 'e l less ,  the  leas t ,

the  depcudent ,  those

rvith no official stand-

ine in l i fe, those who

a r e  p n s h e d  a l  o u n d ,

those u 'ho  are  ar

others' beck and call "

D isc ip les  o f  the

Master are invited to

u,elcorne the "child"

u'ithiu themselvcs, aucl

in the worlcl around them. The chilcl

i s  fu l l y  human.  The ch i ld  fu l l y

belongs.
fanr i l r  l i l e  eJ t tca t io t t  , l -  t l l e  Tr ' l t c r -

national Year of the Family dlaws to

a  c lose  -  fa i th fu l  love ,  t ime fo r

children.

A man o f  many Possess lo l - l s
Datronizes the "Good Teacher" A

ielf-satisfied nan - "l have ke1rt the

r,r 'hole lan"'- is told there is one

lhing rnissing in his life: he ncecls to

sell his l.rossessions, give the Pro-
ceecls io the froor, ar.rd then join the

q f o L r D  c l l  r o l l t e  t o  l e r u - . l l e m  H t -

i i "a i  tn i t  requ i renent ,  and th is

Teachcr, too muclr for him and he

r^,,alks au'ay. People whose whole

fbcrrs r'vas "keeping the lar'r"'tsuallv

found this Teacher tclo n.ruch for

them. They $'ere the ot.res hc had

nost trouble with
"How hard it u' i l l  be for those

u l ro  har  e  u  ea l t l r  t t '  L 'nh  l  the  k i t tg -

dorn of Gotl!" It's so l.rard to let go of

r'r4rat they have accumnlated Yet in
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t  -  r -  r i

order to enter the kingdom they
have to let go - only the open-
handed, not ihe tight-fisted make it.

The wealthy cling to their posses-
sions; two of the inner circle cling to
their positions. James and John won-
der if they might work out a special
deal with Jesus. A James - ]esus -

|ohrr head table looks good to the
sons of Zebedee. Their reouest is
met with another question: "Can

you drink my cup?" "Sure, no prob-
lem," they answer, "but how about
our special deai?" Jesus has trouble
with the upwardly mobile."I am
talking about your special request.
In my group the servants are the
great ones. Lording it over others is
no better than disposing of others.
Surely you don't think that sitting at
a head table and being waited on is
what I'm all about?"

Later orL in Jerusalem, lesus re-
tums to the same topic. He notices
the teachers in the Temple who
dress differently and are treated
differentiy. These are head tabie
people: best seats and places of
honour, their sake.of-appearance ap-
proach to religion. A widow's
two small copper coins, worth a
penny, mean more than all their
abundance.

Take haori; c!6i rrj,
He is :ni i in l t  r iou.

Meanwhile, on the road out of
Jericho, there has been an encounter
with Bartimaeus, the blind beggar.
They told him to stop his shouting
and be quiet, to behave himself.
They wanted to get rid of him and
his annoying persistence. Jesus,
however, halted and said he wanted
to speak to him. The dismissers sud-
denly changed sides: "Take heart;
get up, He is calling you." With the
spontaneity that only an r.rnexpected
invitation can arouse/ Bartimaeus

threw off his beggar's cloak. He let
go of his collection basket and
sprang up. He had a simple request
of the teacher: he'd like to see agarn.
And when he regained his sight,
when his eyes were opened, he fol-
lowed Jesus on the way.

Mark's portrait of Jesus shows a
strong, challenging, up front, yet
welcoming and open hearted per-
son. Some people find him hard to
take and walk away. He disturbs
those who think they have it made.
Those who have nothing to lose are
drawn to him. 6

! Intorm vou of mv chonge o, oddress.

Nomc:

Bddress;

Citg: Prov.:

)Postol Codo: Phonc: (

Fr. Sean Mullin, C.S.Sp. serving his people in Sierra Leone Geraldine l\rerkx with her Women's Self lmprovement Group in Ethiopia

I ulould like to: ! Subscrib@ to Sfririton Missionory Nous @ 55.00 per yoor.
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T-F{T FIR.ST STTD XS SOWN"..

n August 1994, sorne 300,000
Acaclians celebrated a special
homecoming in  Neu'  B runs-

r . r  i c l .  l l r r  A i . r d i a r r  W u r l d  C o r r [ e r

encc gathered them togeiher ft 'on.t
the  Mar i t imes anc l  Quebec,  l rom
Massachusetts and Lottisiatra, from

the i r  o r ig ina l  horne land,  France
Home cooking Ner'r,' Bntnswick style
ming led  ur  i lh  I l te  n rorc  .p ic r  Ca i r -u r
flavours of the deep south

Once upon a time '4cnrlia signified
all of Nova Scotia: the famous Evau-

geline Trail along the Bay of Fundy

This is the forest primeval; but where are the hearts that beneath it
Leaped like the roe, when he hears in the woodland the voice of
the huntsman?

Where is the thatch-roofed village, the home oI Acadian farmers, -

lvlen whose lives glided on like rivers that water the woodlands.

Darkened by shadows of earth, but reflecting an image ol Heaven

Waste are those pleasant farms, and the farmers forever departed!

Scattered like dust and leaves, when the mighty blasts of October

Seize them, and whirl them alott, and sprinkle them far o'er the ocean.

Naught but tradition remains of the beautiful village of Grand-Pre.

ln the Acadian land, on the shores of the basin of Minas,

Distant, secluded, still, the little village of Grand-Pr6
Lay in the fruitful valley. Vast meadows stretched to the eastwards,

Giving the village its name, and pasture to flocks without number.

Dikes, that the hands of the farmers had raised with labor incessant,

Shut out the turbulent tides; but at stated seasons the flood gates

Opened, and welcomed the sea to wander at will o'er the meadows.

West and south there were lields of flax, and orchards and cornfields

Spreading afar and unfenced o er the plain: and away to the northward

Blomidon rose. and the forests old, and aloft on the mountains

Sealogs pitched their tents, and mists from the mighty Atlantic

Looked on the happy valley, but ne'er from their station descended

There, in the midst of its farms, reposed the Acadian vil lage

was the  heat t  o f  Acad ia .  A t  o ther
tirres,A.ddlo meant all the land be

tn'een Maine and the St. Lawlence
River; Acaclia Natior.ral Park is situ-

ated south of Bar Harbor, Maine.
As  the  Acad ians

gatherccl to celeblate
thcir colr1mon roots
anc-l distinct identity,
Sp i r i tans  were  re -
rn inc led  tha t  the i r
Canadian roots \ 'vere
among these people.

A f  te r  Cha mpla iu

"c l i scoverec l  "  th is  te l r i to ly  fo r

France (anc l  ra r r  agrour rd  o f f  Bar

Harbor  in  160, { ) ,  F rench se t t le rs
(Acaclians) arrir-ecl in this Lrart of the

New Worlcl. h the 1700's and 1800's

they cultivated the rich soil of the

tidal narshes of the Bay of Fundy.
The lalge dikes they br-rilt kept out

the notoriously ltgh tides of the bay

and preservcd the land for agricul
turc. The Acadians grew enouglr
gr',rLr to feed lhenr:elr r '. and etrottqh
hay  to  feec l  the i r  la rge  he lds  o f

cattle. Add abundant orchards and
vegetable farms and you arrive at

a  garden parad ise .  That  i s ,  i f  the

settlers had been left in peace.
I t  w a \  n o i  f h e i r  M i ( m a c  l l e i t s h

bours who rnade life diff icult for

them. The t$'o tiroups often jnter-

marriecf. The fact that rranv Mic-

nracs had become Catholics was also

a common bond The upsetting re-

ality $,as the ongoing rnrar betu'een
Enp;lancl ar.rd France Acaclia became
a battlefield in the clash of these two

European l . rou 'e t  s  fo r  con t ro l  o f

North Amefica.

E

o

Church and statue ol Evangeline at Grand Pr6

Spiriton MissionorV NoUJS

- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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The Acadian farmers were willins to take an oath of
allegiance to the Brit ish crown, but ihey refused to take
up arms against the French and the Micmacs. Their alle-
giance was conditional on their neuhality. They became
known as "the neutral French of Nova Scotia".

ln 1713 France gave up all claims to Acadia and with-
drew to small settlements on Cape Breton and Prince
tdward lsland. Most Acadians, however, independent
and proud of their land development around the Bay of
Fundy, refused an offer of free land in Cape Breton.

They developed a profitable trade with the new
French colony of Louisbourg. Then in the early 1750's
they build a strong fortifi-
cation called Beausejour
at the north east end of
Fundy.

ln 1755 the Govemor of
New England sent 5000
troops from Boston to take
over Beausejour. The 200
Acadians left in the town
were captured and they
and all other Acadians
were given an ultimatum:
either take an unqualfied
oath of allegiance to the

Crown or be deported from the colony. Out of a popula-
tion of 10,000, more than 6,000 were deported. The troops
bumed their villages arrd destroyed their crops, loaded
the Acadians on to ships bor.rnd for the British colonies
along the eastem seaboard Irom Massachusetts to Geor-
gia and further south to Louisiara and the West Indies.
The miserable conditions on board these overcrowded
ships meant that many Acadians died at sea.

The remaining Acadian families went into hiding in
the forests. Many died of starvation. Spiritan Fr. Francois
Le Gueme became known as the "chaplain of the hunted"
during the round-up of the Acadians for deportation,
"living always on the alert, nearly always in the woods".
As time went or! most of those who had escaped the first
deportation were captured and sent into exile.

When New France fell to the English in L760, the
remaining Acadians were allowed to own land again.
Their independent spidt lives on in Nova Scotia, Cape
Breton, New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. 0
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Top: The Acadian
farmers developed
a profitable trade with
the new French colony
of Louisbourg.

Centre: Fortif ications
at Louisbourg

Bottom: Port Boyal
Habitation

A Lay "Bishop"

in the 1700's
To secure the survival of ihe faith among the
settlers during the long Beriods in which no priest
was able to visit them, the most respected elder of
each settlement was appointed its lay apostle.

He would preside at prayer meetings, baptize
the children, witness marriages, accord certain
dispensations, and conduct funerals. On Sundays
people would gather io sing together the Kyrie
and Gloria, to listen to the reading of the Epistle
and Gospel, and to hear the spiritual reading or
sermon delivered by the elder.

When death struck, they would gather for a
three days'wake, and then sing the Requiem
Mass before the elder would conduct the corDse
in solemn procession to their cemetery.

Here and there the people began to call the
presiding layman their "Bishop", and in this way
the Acadians never lost contact with their faith.

- Henry Koren" C.S.Sp.
Knaaes or KnightsT P.113
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PIERRE N/TAItLARD,
REI-IGIOT}S EDUCATOR.
/ - \  , ,  r r t t l d . t l t . , l r r t l  \ ^ h c r l  t l r H

( l  l l  ' i c f  t ' t  l l r c  d \  i t tg  Ie . l t t i r c ' . |
\\ /,\ \ - / /  I r i - . r l t c l r t i r ,n .  f l t c  l i r r t  p f re ' l

to cone anlonll the Mictnac Indians

canc out, attendecl to them and then

i r n r n c r l i , r i ,  l \  - h u I  l r i r n r e l l  L I P  J S . ] i r l

He continuccl this all n' inter, unti l

Eastcr. He then sent $'old, that if the

1.rcop1e rt 'ould asscmblc, he rl, 'orrld

preach to thelr. They did so, and to

thcir astonishment, he sPoke Mic-

mac as it'ell ancl as flueirtly as anv of

them

lr.ork amotrg the pcople, their chiefs

would gather thern in their villages

for Sunclav serviccs, teacl Fr. Mail-

lard's "sactt 'd tert" ancl commeni on

h is  \n ' r  i t ten  sermon Then thev

woulcl sa1. the plavers and sing the

songs taught by Fr. Mail lard The

rlissionarv rvas no longer there, Lrnt

lhe  Micmac book  hac l  taken h is

place.
l n  l 7 l 0  P i e l r e  M . r i l l . r r d  r ^ J ' . r I '

pointed Vicar General of Capc Bre-

ton. Five vears later hc was among

LA dNt

f a, '-tcrv *-*G: lc

c!-{ >X QI?,o 3

a) 't-l dfh d}+C F{

>.x. TC Q4
The 1O Commandments in Micmac Script

From the book Knaves or Knights? by Henry Koren, C S Sp'

the Catholic Priests atrested by the

British, arrcl cleported to Boston and

t l ren  b . rck  L ' r  I  f . r r ' r co .  fo t t t  rc . l r -  ' t l l e r

that, this rletermirreci Breton u'as

b a c k  i n  C a p e  B r e t o r r ,  l i v i n g  a n d

n'otking in Bras d'Or'
After t lre caPture of Louisbourg

by thc British in 1758 and the depor-

tation of the Acadians in crowdec-l

Lroats to France, Fr Maillard led his

\ ,4 ic tn . rc  I 'e , ' f le  lo  Mi r . r tn ic l t i ,  Nou

Brur.tswick, r 'r 'hcre thev ioirreci the

AcdL l iJnr  r , r  l to  l r ld  g r 'nc  i r r lo  h id ing

rather than lacc dePortation.

Trvo years laler, he conl'inced

the Acadians and the Micmacs

to accept the conditiotrs ol a

peace offer frotl the Brit jsh,

convinced that trYing to hold

out against them would be no

good.
He moved to Halifax aucl

lived there fol tn'o years But

his health wirs cleteriorating
and in 1762 he died there, the

last Catholic priest allor\'ecl to

renair in Not'a Scotia. A rare

tributc was paid to him after

his death. In those unecumer-rr-

c a l  t i m e s  h e  w a s  g i v e n  a n

Arglican fturer al and buried in

thc I'rotestant ceneterY
Pierre Mail lard identif ied

r'vith the Micmac PeoPle He

li i 'ed with them, sPoke their

language,  shared the i r  joYS

ard  endured the i r  hard-

ships. According to a Micnac

lcgend, aftcr his death bushes

b e a t i n g  b e a u t i f u l  f l o w e r s

sprang up ovcr his gral'c. The

inflnence of his twenty seven

years  among thcm d id  no t

end with his death As latc as

1927 it could be \^'ritten, "the

Micmac book has taken the

p lace  o f  a  miss ionarY fo r

nearly a hundred and seventlr

ycars." !

Whcn Pierre Maillard came

fron the Spjritan Seminarv i1')

Par is  to  Lou isbourg ,  CaPe

Breton, irr 1735, hc was con-

r,incccl that if hc tvas tcl work

among the Native PeoPle of

that island, hc rnrould have to

be ab le  io  sPcak  to  them in

thcir own languagc. Theit as-

ionishment that Easter SundaY

rescmbled the bewilderment
of the people of Jcrusalem that

Pcntecost SundaY when each

of them heard, in his or her na-

tiYe ionguc, the grouP of aPos-

tles in the streets of the city

spcak ing  o f  the  marve ls  o f

God.
There was nothing mrracu

lous  abont  P ie r re  Mai l la rd 's

fluency. He spent Years learn-

ing Micnlac idioms ard devel-

opring a pictorial scliPt that the

people coulcl use. This hiero-

glyphic script cctntaired morc

that 5700 differcnt Picture let-

ters to speak to their imagina-

tior. In addition, hc wrote the

f i rs t  M icmac grammar  and

dictionaly, he Produccd reli-

gious handbooks containlng
prayers, hvmns, sermons ancl

forms for celebratirg baPtisms,

matriages and funerals \\4ren

the soverrment no Ionger al-

lou'ed resident tlissionaries to

Spiriton Missionorv NoUJS
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ANTJIISANCT
OF NAYSTLF
I F{OPE ITO
STJICCETDNN
Duing his eighteen yeers in Acadia he Toas calleil "the

Author and Adztiser of all the disturbances the
had made in the Proztince."

He zuas accused of being an accomplice to murder.

He had a price of 6000 liznes on his head at one time.

He helped set fbe to a newly constructed church.

He spent three months in pison in England.

After leaoing Acadiahe raas captweil at sea and spent
eight years in jail on the Channel lslands.

Who washe?

lean Le Loutre, Spiitan piest.

hm he arrived in Louis-
bourg in 1737 he was
iold by Pierre Maillard

that he would be working with the
Micmacs and that the first ttrirg he
had to do was leam their language.
Maillard himself would be his
teacher. After ten months Maillard
considered him sufficiently fluent
to begin his pastoral work. He
appointed him to Shubenacadie,
between Truro and Halifax.

October I 994

Jean Le Loutre

This territory was under
British control and no priest
had been there for twelve
years. Le Loutre
promised to keep the
local Acadians and
Micmacs loyal to the
British government.
The Lieutenant
Govemor wrote to
him, "I trust you
will keep your

promise," and "the esteem I have for
you leaves no room to doubt that
you will be disposed to help marr-
tain peace, law, and justice." Le
Loutre did keep his promise - for
four years. Then he handed over the
care of the Acadians to another
Spiritan in order to work full-time
among the Micmacs. As a rnission-
ary among the Indians he did not
feel "in any way subject to the gov-
ernnent". These were a free and rn-
dependent people as far as he was
concemed.

The British govemment accused
hirn of leading the combined French-
Micmac attack against Port Royal
(Armapolis) in 1744, so he thought it
better to make his escape to Quebec
with a band of Micmacs. From there
he set out for Halifax to meer a
French fleet. But only a remnant of
the fleet made it across the Atlannc.
Their badly organized, disease

lndians

l l Spiriton Missionorv Neujs



ridden ships retumed to France and

Jean Le Loutre went with them to

plead with the French on behalf of

the Acadians and Micmacs.
On the retum r oYage he was caP-

tured at sea by the British. He Pre-
tended to be M. l 'abbe Rosanvern,

the ship's chaplain. It didr't work: he

spent three months in an EngJish iail.
A year later he was at sea agarn

- with the same result, excePt that

this time he received a one month

semence.
In the 1784 Peace treaty betlveen

France and England, Louisbourg

was given back into French control

and Jean Le  Lout re  was f ree  to

retum to Acadia.
From Halifax, Governor Corn-

wa l l i s  o rdered the  Acad ians  to

swear unconditional allegiance to

the Brit ish flag, to renounce their

neutrality and to be willhg to fight

the French. Le Loutre interPreted
this oath of loyalty as mearring ihey

would also have to become Protes-

tants, so he resolutely decided to de-

fend the Acadians and the Micmacs

against Comwallis
But he was not totallY on the side

of the Micmacs: he bought the free-

dom of several Brit ish Prisoners
captured by the Micmacs He want-

ed to wean them awaY from scalP-

Spiriton Missionorv N@uJs

Beausejour (Cumberland) es-
tablished as the centre of a new
Acadia where the PeoPle could

I ir e in peace and securitY. He ral-

lied both Acadians and Micmacs

to  rebu i ld  i t s  fo r t i f i ca t ions
and d iles as well as to con-

struct a new church.
The next accusation they

brought agairst him was that

he was an accomPlice to the

murder  o f  a  CaPta in  Ed-

ward How at a truce confer-

ence between the English

and the Micmacs.
In 1755 the Governor of

New Fngland sent 5000 soldiers
from Boston to attack Beauseiour.

Le Loutre escaped before the town
surrendered, after having agreed
with the defenders' decision to set
fire to the newly built church rather
than have it fall into Protestant
hands.

He went to Quebec and then to
France, but on the waY across the
Atlartic he was once again captured
at sea. This time he was sentenced to
eighi years in jail in Jersey. On his re-
lease, he spent the last nine years of
his life ministering to the 2500 or so
Acadians who had survived the

- i -
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ing their prisoners of war.
Many Acadians had re-

settled along the shore of'( 
tne v"y of Fr.rndy and Jean'  

I -e  Loutre wished to see

Grand D6rangernent that followed
the fall of Beausejour and had settled
in and around St. Malo, BrittanY.

Late in Life Fr. Le Loutre wrote a
revealing autobiographical sentence:
"By making a nuisance of mYself, I
hope to succeed." Cln his death, the
Chairman of the French NavY Board
wrote of him : "He has neither goods
nor income because he has sPent his
entire personal inheritance for the
welfare of his missions arrd in aiding
the poor."

To the historians, officers and Po-
litical figures who opposed them,
the 18th century SPirifan missionar-
ies were "a set of rascallY Priests".
The most "rascally" of all was un-
doubtedly Fr. Jean Le Loutre:

"UnquestionablY religious, but a
faratic...

The Missionary most devoted to the

cause of justice that Acadia ever
possessed...

Greatly renowned for his sanctity."

ReLigion and Justice - ReLigion and
Politics: "What belongs to Caesar,
what belongs to God?"

A quest ion as PerPlex ing in  our
times as it was in the time of Jesus,
as i t  was in  the t ime of  Jean Le
Loutre. 0
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This Place Belongeth to Me
Micnnc letter to Gouentor Cornutallis tuhen lrc began the consh uctiott of Hnlifnx (Chibucto),
ns 011 ndninistrltir)e centre of English colonizntiort
itt 1748.

vfrere tfrou mqfrest oJort$cotion""

ils o nf,tfve J wqs 6orn fiereJromJotfrer

Henry Koren. Knaves or Knighls? P. 41-42

to son.

oulltrq fore\ter'

r CfrigJJto connotJoi( to give me mucfr

i tfiee'

couo retire'

akreJuge'

so tfroinotfring 6ut CfriSucto remqins qs

rnt me to ceuse vfqrring ogqinst tfree or

v.
J hope tfiot wfiut J'sfiq(( freor'from $ee wi(
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hey l ived
along the
sea coast rn

the summer. They
moved inland in
winter to the rivers
and lakes and
forests. You could
meet them any-
where from Cape Breton to the
C a s p e ,  a l l  t h r o u g h  N o v a  S c o t i a ,
Prince Edward Island, the Bay of
Fundy and New Brunswick. You
could also come across them trading
down the New England coast and
along the St. Lawrence River.

The French settlers heard them
greet each other with a sound like
"Nikmaq". Later they realized they
were greeting each other as "kin-

friends". So they came to be know as
the Nikmaqs and, as time went on,
the Micmacs.

Along the Coast
Out at sea the Micmacs found

food: seal and walrus, sturgeon and
porpoise, swordfish and small
whales. At night they would attract
the sturgeon with a torch, spear it,
fight it, and tow it to shore. It pro-

Spiriton Missionorv NauJs

vided food and the fishermen pro-
vided the story of their daring expe-
dition for many nights to come.
Along the shoreline there was no
shortage of shellfish: clams, mussels,
squid, crabs and lobster. L:r the shal-
low waters of the bays they caught

flounder, salmon,
eel and smelt. The
harbour seals gave
them tasty meals.
Their skin provid-
ed moccasins and
clothes and their
fa t  both added a
flavour to their

food and supplied an excellent hau
and body oil.

lnland in the Winter
Fall saw the Micmacs on the

move, migrating inland before the
winter fteeze-up.

The land and its abundant forests
provided an easily obtainable sup-
ply of birch, maple, beactr, oak, prne
and fir: the bark for their houses and
canoes, the roots for binding, the
wood for fuel and tools.

The land sheltered mary animals:
bear, moose, caribou, hare, porcu-
pine, grouse and pigeon. Its lakes
dnd streams were home to beaver,
muskrat, raccoon and otter. Its
waterways became rivers of fish at
certain seasons. Its nafural meadows
o f fered groundnuts and berr ies:
cranberries, blueberries, raspberries

1 4 Odob@r 
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and strar,r 'berries. Many medicinal
plants and herbs grew there too:
brewed as teas, thev healed both
bociy and spirit.

The Micmacs accorded bo th
p l . r r r i .  and  an i rna l -  lh r .  rc>pec l  due fo
the li\.illg. Human persons wele one
of manv different kincls of persons,
,rl l  of whonr 'h.rred fhe same etlvi-
rorlment, all of whom \,\'ere intercon-
nected. Plants and trees were very
g , ' n d  t o  t h e  h u m a n  p e | s o n s :  l h e y
provided rope from their roots and
bark, bedding from their boughs,
ancl canoes from their lt'ood, bark,
.,rf ,Ind r, 'ofr. The tr-rba( rr plart sup-
plied a good smoke for men, women
ancl chilclren: all of them used stone
ol wooden pipes.

Animais r'r'ere especially goocl to
humans: thev gave hides and skurs
f o r  c  l o i h  i r g  . r l d  c o n t . r i n c r \ :  l l r e )
gar.e needles, awls and spear points
f rnm lhe i r  h , rncr ;  fh read f rom the i r
siner'r 's; f lavouring from their oil;
decora f ion  l ro rn  [ l ]e i r  l ca t ] rc r . ,  rhc l l s
and clrri l ls. ln \.\ ' inter the Micmac
was grateful to the caribou or moose
ior donating its r an'hide r'r'hich he
shaped into a snor,r,shoe inside an
ash frame for overlancl travel. Each
human person had a special non-
human fi'iend, a spi t helper irr time
of need A very stronti bond cletel-
oped betr'r 'ecn the human person
and the spirit-helper, e.g. a bear.

Spiri[on Missionorv Neujs

Thc Micmac lived in con-
ical, A-franre or rorrnci u'ig-
wanrs They trar.elled out to
sea,  r rp -s t ream and down
white water rapids in birch

bark canoes light enough
ior portage, yet strirdv
enollgh to carry heavy
loads. Thcy constructed
the i r  canoe w i th  h igh

ends ancl high sides at the centrc to
keep it frorn taking on too nruch
water.

Family and Community Life
Community life was very impor

tant for a nigrant people. Small vil-
lages (200 - 800 people) were set up
along the coves in summcr or near
fresh water in winter. The whole
corrurlunity would come together to
hunt or trap salmon or ccl in season.
The i r  communi ty  meet ings  ha  c l
three parts to them: first, the nen
alone, then the men and their fam
ilies, ancl finally the men together to
make the necessary decisions. The

elders r'r'er e eiven great respect and
had a lot of influence.

In general, bo1.s and men kept to
themsch'cs, as clid girls and rt'ornen.
Children learned by u'atching: bovs
thcir fathers, gi s their mothers. The
community handed on their r,r'ay of
l i l e  t l l r o u q l l  . l o r ' )  { c l l i n g :  . t o r i , . r

aboui why the worlcl rvas so; hor'r.
rnanv Persons got along or did not
get along with each othcr; storles
. r h o u l  l h e i r  l i [ e .  t h e i r  h i . h , r r .  i h e i r
customs.

Passages
When a Lrov ancl girl wanted to

get marriecl, the boy moved in with
the girl's family for three years. Dur-
ing this periocl, both of them wished
to show their cldcrs that they could
look after each other'. Tlre boy hunt-
ed, fished, made tools ancl weapons,
a sled, a canoe and snor'r'shoes. The
g i l l  shon 'cd  she cou ld  sk in  and
I ' u t c l r e r  a n  a n i n r , r l ,  p r e p a r e  r n e a l ,
cook, make clothes and wcave.

When cleath drew near, the Mic-
macs encouragcd cach other to face
it bravelv, to look back and celebrate
the e\.ents of a lifctimc. Many died
in battle, fighthg against another Il-
dian tribe or the lnuit from the north.

A f te r  death ,  the  fami ly  rn 'ou ld
buly food, turs and tools with the
body to kecp the dead person com-
fortable in thc spirit n'orld. The body
was wrappcd in  robes  and reed
mats and enclosed in a shroud of
birch bark. 0
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id you know that it takes
only 55 minutes to get from
Canada to France? If You

take the high-sPeed ferrY from

o

E
:

The church on l\riquelon

between Canada and the
United States with their car-
goes of whiskeY, chamPagne
and spirits of every descriPtion.
The rocky coves of the islands
provided havens for these
Frohibition insPired smugglers.

Down through the centuries,
the residents of St. Pierre et
Miquelon have lived bY ihe
sea, and not infrequentlY, theY
have died by the sea. The fog
and high seas off the coast of
Newfoundland and St. Pierre
have swallowed manY shiPs
and claimed manY lives. The
debris from such shiPwrecks
can be found even todaY, along
the rocky coves.

Today, the islands Promote
and enjoy a thriving tourism
industry. The guidebook Phrase

Fortune on the tiP of the Burin

Peninsula of Newfoundland to St.

Pierre, you will be going through
French Customs inspection one hour

later. The islands of St.Piene and
Miquelon form a DtPartment of

France, nestled in the Gulf of the

St. Lawrence.
Everyth ing about  St .  P ierre is

French. The 6,500 residents elect

their own M. P. to the French Parlia-
ment. Their bishoP, BishoP Maurer,
a Spiritan from Strasbourg, is a
member of the French BishoPs Con-
ference. The food, the customs, the
feast days, the justice system, even
the sports (for instalce, pdanque, a

Basque squash game),_ and the

Frenih they speak were all brought
to the islands by the first settlers
who came from BrittanY, NormandY
and the Basque region in the 1500's'

Jacques Cartier claimed the islands
for France in 1553 and theY became a
port of call ald a home awaY ftom
home for generations of fishermen
from France. When they were ex-
pelled from Nova Scotia, the Acadi-
ans souqht refuge on these French
islands. they were subsequently de-
ported, but theY retumed and were

iranted the right to stay when
France and England signed the

Treaty of Paris in 1815.
In'the 1920's, the islands enjoYed

the dubious honour of frequent
visits from Al CaPone's rum run-
ning ships as theY Plied the waters

Spiriton Missionorv Neurs
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"So close ... so French!" brings visi-
tors from the ljnited States and
Canada, eager to experience the
European culture so close to home.
If they go in July, they can celebrate
Bastille Day on the 14th, and later, rn
August, they can experience a
Basque festival. Many people go to
St. Pierre and Miquelon to leam the
French language. Immersion courses
are offered throughout the year.

As the Fortune ferry approaches
St .  P ierre,  i t  passes by I le  aux
Pigeons, Ile aux Vainqueurs and Ile
aux Marirs, the latter island a fish-
ing village for more than two cen-
turies, and a reminder of the
lucrative catches of cod that attracr-
ed so many European fishermen to
the Grand Banks. On the quays the
kGpis of trc local gendarmes and the
black berets of the men awaiting the
arrival of the ferry catch your eye.
\ou ate en Fnnce jvst 25 kilometers
from Canada!

fog shrouded the is lands and pre-
vented rhe small plane from taking
off. It was a sharp reminder that in
the Atlantic, bishops may plan, but
the elements decide! Fathers van
Osta, Jean-Jacques Boeglin (Stras-
bourg) and Frederic Heudes (Mique-
lon), continue a 230 year Spiritan
presence on the Islands.

The first Spiritans arnved. ttt 1765,
making this the oldest of all Spiritan
missions, given to the Congregation
w h e n  t h e  t w o  i s l a n d s  w e r e  s e p -
arated from the Diocese of Quebec.
The first two French Spiritans ap-
pointed to what remained of
France's  once vdsI  ter r i tor ies in
N o r t h  A m e r i c a  h a d  f o r m e r l y
worked with the Acadians in Nova
Scotia, but had been deported to
France when the Acadians were
expel led f rom that  ter r i tory .  Thei r
retum to Canada was marked by an
interesting detour. Their ship was

blown off course and landed some
5000 kilometres away on on the ls-
land of Marthique in the Caribbeanl

Today there are five ordained
Spiritans from St. Pierre and
Miquelon who belong io the Spintan
Province of France.

An End of a Way of Life?
St. Pierre et Miquelon's coat of

arms and motto "A Mare Labor"
(Work from fhe Sea) reca ll our Spiri-
tan beginnings off the east coast of
C a n a d a  a n d  r a i s e  d i s t u r b i n g
prospects about the future. The
people of St. Pierre and Miquelon,
like their Canadian neighbours in
Newfoundland and Nova Scotia,
face an end to their traditional way
of life. Ocean temperatures have
dropped ard fish are sca rce, hirting
at an uncertain future for those
whose storied past has been so de-
pendent on a plentiful supply of cod
along the Grand Banks.

Tourists come in the summer, but
they don't stay. They go home ar-rd
start saving for next year's vacation
in some other place. Meanwhile,
d o w n  o n  t h e  d o c k s ,  t h e  c a t c h  i s
meagre - smaller fish in smaller
numbers. A thriving fishing indus-
try is dying because it has been
overused, abused, used up. The sea
and all that teems within it seemed
so vast, so deep, that we foolishly
thought its bounty was endless. To-
day we are sharply aware that
plentiful is not synonymous with
unlimited. We face the disturbing
question: I4rhat does the future hold
for the fishermen of St. Pierre? 6

;
o

Work from the sea - a way of life

Courlesy of French Tourist Olirce

The Spiritans in
St. Pierre et Miquelon

Bishop Maurer was on
Miquelon when I arrived, but
Father Jean van Osta (Belgium)
assured me he would be back
later that evening. He was
wrong; a thick North Atlantic

Priest blesses
the boats at the

Festival of the Mariners
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