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Salt of the Earth
Light of the world



IFROM THE EDITOR

Saft of the Earth
Light of the Worfd

of the Earth, the Light of the World.
The blue, yellow and red logo of this 17th World

Youth Day portrays the bent cross so loved by Pope John
Paul. It is rooted in and grows out of the yellow circle of

youth and is surrounded by the waters of Canada's three
oceans - the Arctic, the Atlantic and the Pacific. Canada's

emblem, the red Maple Le#, opens wide its arms in
welcome and hospitalitv.

Irr'ho are these pilgrims? Some may be drawn by
the event itselJ rather than by any inner conviction

about religion. Many of their contemporaries do not
thirk it "cool" to be overiy religious. I.L their personal

lives they are in transition from where they have
been to where they are heading, perhaps looking for a

faith that makes a difference in their daily lives. They
have their own sense of morality. A survey in heland

named twenty eight behaviours generally regarded as in some way immoral
and asked young adults to rank them in order of seriousness. The t}ree most seri-
ously wrong behaviours were sexual abuse of childrery followed by constant
physical abuse and constant verbal abuse in marriage. The bottom tluee were
missing Mass on Sunday, contraception and living with someone you intend to

friendship."
Many bf them would echo the faith o{ 18-year old Larry Brown from Neil McNeil

High School, Toronto, who between losing a leg to cancer and dying wrote: "I be-
lieve in never giving up. Every day is a new battle. I believe in giving what I've got
to anybody whenever they need it. I believe h the dignity of human life."

Many others would echo the conviction of 22-yeat oldTerry Fox. He too lost a leg
to cancer. But that did not Prevent him from runrring 26 miles a day in aid of cancer
research through five Canadian Provinces ftom St. John's, Newfoundland to Thun-
der Bay, Ontario where at mile 3,339 recurring cancer forced him to grve up his rul
His Marathon of Hope was irspired by his beliefs: "Dreams are made if people only
try. I beLieve in mimcles . . . I have to .. . Becawe somewhete the hurting must sioP."

Relationships are at the heart of these young adults' Life. Here, above all, they
meet God. Perhaps their time in Toronto will enable them to meet a down to earth
Saviour and Friend who is close to them and one of them, who in his day met
people where they were and offered them life in all its fullness Pope John Paul
remains convinced that "if CMst is presented to young People as he really is . ..
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\X/ORLD YOUTH DAY CROSS
Hundreds of millions of people young and

old, wear a cross in some form. These crosses.

like the meaning of the cross itself, have an

infinite variety ofshapes and sparkles. From

delicately cut, golden eanings, chosen to

match an expensive evening dress, to rough.

crude. wooden crosses slung casually over a

denim shirt, the cross ofjesus is everywhere
evident. We see it on hillsides, on church

spires, in cemeteries, and most everJ^vhere
where anjdhing special. love or tragedy. has

happened. And rightly so. The cross is the

ultimate symbol of love: it shows what love is,

what love costs, and what love does for us.

Most imDonant of all, it tells us that God never

stops loving ut even for a second. no matter

- Ron Rolheiser, OMI
Praye6 for World Youth DaY 2002

Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops
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SPIRITUAL REFLECTION I

revered in the pyramids built on sacred ground. Mary is
now the new creation of the early female mysteries and
myths. Lr the mor.rntains south of Meico City there is a vil-
lage, Tlaxcala. We were privileged to be there on the feast of
Our Lady of the Healing Waters, when the various parishes
hold processions caffying statues of Mary to celebrate theil
ongoing devotion and hope. Legmds of Mary are another
Iayer in the religious response of these Christian or Catholic
Mefcan women.

But the mamer in which we leamed to listen with oDen-
ness to each other was especially the key to "doing"

women's spiitualiiy for me. Each participant had pecuiiari-
ties and opinions that were sometirnes difficult to absorb.
Each day we came to know more of their particular psycho-
logical needs and spiritual struggles. Their capacity to listen
without judgment was amazing to me. I4rhen the Mexican
women joined oua group discussions they demonstrated to
me respectftrl listening and patient endurance of some long-
winded North Arnericans. The Franciscan Sisters also guid-
ed us in "doing" women's spirituality by their experfise in

Women's Religious Studies and their .
compassioiate outreach p.og.u* V

with the women of Mexico.

iion wis to the shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe ,!t
to explore the origins of the Mexican people's i d.
faith ir Mary. The sacred sites are now famlliar , I 1/

lT"":11.::ll',.'1"0"1:::xr".1.:l: l': :: I tlTonacacihuatl, is Lady of Our Sustenance and I 4
San Cuicuilco is the oldest ceremonial site in { .' !
the val ley.  Women f rom Mer ico Ci ty  pro-  '  \
vided us with tjreir stories;md exnpripnrps nf I
;;;;,h;i;;id;;;H;;---'- 

*"" 
/) -\,

i/r'hat did we leam about women's soir- I ' s
iF , , r f i t . ,  ^n  rh ic  fd ' - ih ic+  cn i r ih , . t  ^ , , - " rZ '  |  {

We came away knowing there
is so much to learn from other
cultures. Although spirituality
has no gender, acknowledge-
ment of the feminine in the

way we express our faith is
the inclusiveness women

invite. It is an invitation
to listen and act from
the heart.6

ituality on this feminist spidtual quest? 
/.My appreciation for a culture

deeply steeped in faith and his-
tory was a lesson in itself. ,'/

nitelv a counterpart to
the male divirrlties /
celebrated by the I t
earlest peoples of ; B I
^ , ^ . , ^ ^ ' . "1  . . . - -  ' � '
Mexico. She was ll
embraced and .  A\  ./ ! u .

I t F
lllustrarion by David Wysotski t

Mother Earth was defi-

Women and Spirituali$
Faye Huber

ere is a difference in the marmer in which men and
women approach the spiritual life. Men seek a theory
about how to live whereas women place emphasis on

relatiorships in their lives. To experience womenls spirituality
I convinced my husband to enrol in an altemative travel expe-
rience for faith seekers in Mexico, developed by the Francis-
can Sisters of La Crosse, Wisconsin, which emphasised a
woman's perspective on spidtuality in a global world setthg.
We spent twelve days in Meico City and the surrounding
highlands leaming how to reflect on the layered history of
religion in Metco using the female eye as our guide.

A typical day began with a communal breakfast, morning
prayers using female irnages of the Divine, discussion to pre.
pare us to visit a particular site with emphasis on its feminine
aspects, then the excursion on public transportation. Using
the buses or subways inte$ated us with the ordinary people
of Mexico and invited us to experience their culture. At each
sacred place we listened to its significance in respect to the
feminine story. Then we spent time in meditation and gath-
ered for a prayer rituaLreflection. A picrLic lunch or lunch h a
nearby restaurant conduded that part of the day. VVhm we
retumed to the rebeat centue we had time for personal reflec-
tion before the supper and evening group discussion.

One of the trips was to a parish-centred barrio to leam
how some of these women had begun a daycare-
primarv school ard women's clinic. Arother excur-
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