


IEDITORIAL

Crossing Borders

n issue of Spiritnn Missionnry Netus that will take readers to Catholic-
Orthodox cooperation in EthioPia, to life with refugees in Tanzania, to a

I lprison in Ontario, to the First Nations people of Canada, to the gay and
lesbian communities of Mar.rhattan, to conflict resolution and peacemaking -

such an issue requites some words of introduction, some foreword.

In a laudable attempt to emphasize that every local chuch should be missionary-
minded, contemporary language tends to downplay the "foreign" missionary.
Yet a missionary will always be foreign, leaving one country to live and work h
another or leaving the prevailing mentality of society to go out and about among
those who do not belong to that society or whose mentality is very different. To be
foreign is to be a stranger, to be "from away." Missionaries are strangers in the
compaly of strangers.

Missionaries cross boundaries - geographical, political, linguistic, religious
and cultural. Sometimes they go in trepidation, unsure of their welcome. They
wonder if they will ever speak the language well enough to really get in touch
with the strangers that await them. It takes some time to feel at home. Being a for-
eigner makes it difficult to blend in. The temptation is to bring to their new-found
land all they relied on before.

But the God whom they declare is not confined to one lard, one church, one
theology. The God of Jesus is a mobile God, a pilgrim God, a migrart Cod. This
God travels with his people, pitches his tent among them, pulls up the pegs, folds
up the canvas and moves on with them stage by stage.

Jesus the missionary
Jesus walked along the borders of Samaria arrd Galilee, where two religions met

and two peoples lived in uneasy relationship. Samaritans were, in Jewish eyes, a
"half-breed" people, of mixed ancestry and religion. An orthodox believer, on pil-

grimage to Jerusalem from Galilee, would cross and recross the Jordan rather than

put foot in Samaria. Yet Jesus' best known story is about a good Samaritan. The

leper who turned back and thanked him was a Samaritan. He needed the Samari-

tan woman at the well to do something for him: "Give me a drink."

Jesus was not mainline - not a Scribe or a Pharisee, not a Sadducee or a Levite,

not even a qualified rabbi. To many of the religious people of his time he was a
"marginal 

Jew" who spent far too much time with borderline cases: Samaritans,

women, sinners, lepers, the poor, the sick, the blind, the lame, the mute.

Neither mainline or establishment, Jesus was urinterested in honour, privilege

or prestige. He washed feet and took young and old by the har-Id to raise them uP.

He gladly accepted the attentions of a woman who was a sinner' He ate with Phar-

isees and freely went to Roman centurions' homes. He v/as an in-between man:

God-with-us who delighted in crossing or.er to the other side.
He was formd among the displaced; they becarne his family. Today there are so

many dwelling on the threshold, occupying the crowded margins of contempo-

rary life. Some are overseas, some as near as our downtown. Spiritans have

crossed the border to live and work among them.
\44ren they do, a strange thing happens: the outsiders give back as much as they

receive. Spiritan Anihony Gittins has written: "Missionades are evangelized by

those they were supposed to evangelize, masters become disciples, speakers

become hearers, givers become receivers."
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GOSPEL REFLECTION: JOHN I

lJohn 20:l l-l8l

and we want to hold on forever to the feeling of being
bathed in God's love. Jesus told Mary not to cling to him but
to go on and tell the disciples what had happened. We also
have to let go and move onwards. Being in a relationship
with Jesus always leads us out of ourselves to action.

The call is for more times of quiet, for prayer and contem-
plation. This will enable us to Listen and recognize the face of
the gardener, the face of the stranger, and then as Mary
Magdalene did, respond to what he invites us to do.

An ancient Irish poem comes to mind:

I saw a stranger yester e'en;
I put food ln the eating place,
Drink {n the dinking place,
Music in the listening place;
And in the blessed name of the Trinity
He blessed myself and my house,
My deqr ones qnd my cattle.
And the lark sang in her song:
Often, often, often
Goes the Christ in stranger's gutse.
Often, often, often
Goes the Christ in stranger's guise.&
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Mary Magdafene and the Gardener
Deirdre Mclou ghlin, Lay Spiritan

rief stricken and bewildered, Mary Magdalene stood
crying outside the empty tomb. flohn 20:11). Vr'here
had Jesus gone? VVho would help her find him? The

gardener asks why she is crying and for whom she is look-
ing and Mary, through her tears, begs him to help her in her
search. He says her name, "Mary" , and she recognizes Jesus
in the person of this gardener.

Catherine de Hueck Doherty, founder of the Combermere
Apostolate, told the story of a day in Toronto when she was
on her way to see the Bishop. A street person called to her
and she became engaged in a conversation with him. Her
companion pointed out that she would be late for her ap-
pointment. Catherine would not be hurried, she had found
the stranger-Christ; she had recognized the gardener.

\ny'hy have the recent deaths of fwo women from different
parts of the world and ftom such divergent backgror-urds af-
fected millions of people around the world? Could it be that
both Mother Teresa and Princess Diana had the gift of gaz-
ing into the faces of those most in need of love, and recogniz-
ing in them the face of the gardener?

If each of us could see in the faces of all whom we meet
the face of  Chr is t ,  would the wor ld be
changed? We are busy people in a hectic
world. We don't have time to see. We
have to keep important engage-
ments with important people
Sometimes, however, we have
cause to pause, take stock and
realize that we have lost the
way and we end up  l i ke
Mary Magdalene weeping
outside the empty tomb.

As we weep we feel
confused and aban-
doned, wondering
where has He gone?
Why can't we find
Him? The stone is
ro l led back and
there is  a hol low
empty feeling in the
centre of our being.
We look around
and cannot find
Him outside either. a,l
Then in a gifted
moment  we are
once again fi l led
with the presence
of the risen Christ

( l
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Strangers: God3 revefation for us
Ron Rolheiser omi

fhere is a tradition withir Chris-

f tianity. strong ir Scripture and in
I the early church but now sadlY

in danger of dying, of welcoming the
sranger.

ln the early church there was a cus-
tom of welcoming the strangers with
the belief that they, being foreigners,
were specially privileged in lheir ca-
pacity to bring new promise and fresh
revelation from God. It was with this
in mind that the author of the letter to
the Hebrews wrote: "In welcoming
strangers some of you have enter-
tained angels without knowing it."

Thus, every family was encouraged
to set aside a room in its house to serve
as a guest room, a room within which
strangers could be welcomed and hos-
pitality shown to them.

Lr Scripture, God's promise, revela-
tion, and new truth are most often
brought not through what's familiar or
through those whom we know and
who are like us, but through a stranger
or an angel (an angel being even more
foreign than a stranger).

With the stranger
lies surprise

Thus, for instance, we see: Sarah
and Abraham receive the promise of a

son not from a family member, a

neighbour or the local doctor, but from

a stranger who has wandered into
their camp at nighi and to whom theY
have shown hospitality. ]acob meets
C o d  b y  w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  d  s t r a n g e r .
Christ is visited in the crib not bY

Jewish rulers but by the Magi, strange
foreign kings.

With the stranger
lies surprise, new
possibility, contact
with that part of
God and reality that
we have never
experienced before.

In the parable of the Good Saman-
tan, the wor-utded man is helped not by
his own kinsfolk and those who were
of his own religion, but by a Samaritan,
a stranger. With the stranger lies sur-
prise, new possibility, coniact with that
part of God and reality that we have
never experienced before.

\ trhy is that? Would it not be more
logical, and indeed in line with the
principles of the incarnation, that

I REFLECTION: STRANGERS

The heart of the Spiritan Pastoral tradition

a house.. .We often hear them say, "You came to our house, you drank some

palm wine, you prayed with my daughter who was sick, we remember your

words of comfort."
Reni Tabard CSSP., Congo

God should speak to us most deePIY
through that which is familiar to us?

The familiar is imPortant. In the
end, the real test of charity begins at
home. However, precisely because it is
home, it is not the place where we are
often surprised. It is too familiar and
because it is so familiar it is also not
the place where we are likely to have
our hearts stretched.

God is not familiar. God is other.
Accordingly, those who are other to
us, strangers, are in a privileged posi-
tion to reveal God to us.

As Parker Palmer Puts it:

"The role of the stranger in our
lives is vital in the context of
Christian faith, for the God of
faith is one who continuallY
speaks truth afresh, who continu-
ally makes all things new. God
persisiently challenges conven-
tional truth and regularly uPsets
the world's way of looking at
things.

"It is no accident that this God is
so often represented bY the
stranger, for the truth that God
speaks in  our  l ives is  verY
strange indeed. \A4rere the world
sees impossibility, God sees po-
tential. Where the world sees
comfor t ,  God sees ido lat ry .
\r'y'here the world sees insecurity,
God sees occasions for faith.
\A4rere the world sees death, God
proclaims life.

"God uses the stranger to shake
us ftom our conventional Points
of view, to remove the scales of
worldly assumptions from our
eyes. God is a stranger to us, and
it is at the risk of missing God's
truth that we domesticate God,
reduce God to the role of familiar
friend."

(The Company of Strangers, P. 59)
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